
Blue skies, green leaves and sunshine, and from where I am sitting this 
afternoon, I can also see bright blue sea sparkling and ruffled by the 
wind.  A beautiful day – in terms of weather, and also a beautiful day if 
we can be thankful for the lives we have.    When the weather is like this 
our hearts are lifted and we give thanks for creation around us and the 
blessings we enjoy.   Next week, I hear, cold weather is rolling down 
from the Arctic, temperatures will plunge and clouds will cover the sky.     
But the blessings we have will not evaporate, the lives we have will 
continue, and we will still know the comfort and love of God each day – 
as we look and listen for Him. 

Christian Aid Week:  10th to 16th May 2020 

For several years now we have organised a door to door collection 
during Christian Aid Week.   This year is different – we cannot go round 
from door to door – but several places have volunteered to set up points 
for collecting donations: 
Kim has put a notice on the board at Crinan and anyone wishing to 
donate should put an envelope through her letterbox.  
Catherine at Achnamara will tell people in Achnamara that donations can 
be handed direct to her address 
Catherine at Cairnbaan is displaying a banner and there will be a box 
outside her house for donations.    
In Tayvallich the shop has a box for donations.  
Anyone who has a problem donating can give Norma a ring - 870 350 
and she will arrange to collect it. 

Christian Aid is focussing this year on their work in refugee camps and 
many countries where hand washing, soap, and safe drinking water are 
no more than distant dreams.   There are many charities working hard to 
minimise the impact of Corona virus, and other serious diseases 
amongst the poorest and most vulnerable peoples of our world.   So this 
is one opportunity for us to send help. 

The Christian Aid Website puts it like this: 
As this virus spreads across the world, love rises up in response. You’ve 
already shown incredible kindness to your neighbours. Now is the time 
to reach out to your neighbours both near and far. 
Your love protects. From storms, from drought, and now from 
coronavirus.   Your love protects our global neighbours battling the 



spread of this illness.   Your love protects.    With soap, clean water and 
medical supplies. 
By supporting us this Christian Aid Week, you can reach out and protect 
more of your neighbours today. 
Here is the web address to find out more: 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week 

Kasamba Congregation – Malawi 
The Mid Argyll Malawi Twinning Group has sent £3750 to Kasamba so 
they can buy PPE and other resources and also provide food aid to 
people in their district who are unable to work and have no income due 
to restrictions.   We will be able to let you know more as news comes 
through. 
Malawi has closed its borders and are introducing “lock down” type 
restrictions. 

The psalm this week is part of Psalm 31.  Verses 1 to 5 and also 15 
and 16: 
In You O Lord, I put my trust; 
Let me never be ashamed; 
Deliver me in Your righteousness 
Bow down Your ear to me, 
Deliver me speedily; 
Be my rock of refuge 
A fortress of defence to save me. 

You are my rock and my fortress; 
Therefore for Your name’s sake  
Lead me and guide me. 

Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, 
For You are my strength. 
Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
You have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 

My times are in Your hand; 
Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, 
And from those who persecute me. 
Make Your face shine upon your servant; 
Save me for your mercies’ sake. 
Amen. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week


This is a Psalm which lays out our need to trust in God, talks of 
dependence and delivery from harm, from enemies who are seeking to 
persecute and destroy.   You can Imagine King David, recalling the trials 
he has gone through of being hunted by his enemies, hiding and 
escaping, thanking God for His deliverance. 
And one theme stands out particularly for me – he lays out this trust in 
God, not dependent on his own desires, or his own value, but on God’s 
own name as a righteous and trustworthy God. 
He says – “For Your name’s sake, lead me and protect me” and “Save 
me, for Your mercies’ sake” 
His trust in God is built on the foundation of God’s character, His justice, 
His righteousness, His mercy.  David is not shouting – you have saved 
me because I am worth saving.   He is crying out – you saved me 
because You are a trustworthy and righteous God.    The focus is on 
God, not on ourselves.    Once again, we are reminded that our trust in 
God is not dependent on our own worth or activities, but solely on God’s 
mercy and love. 

                       

You are invited to pray this prayer from the Argyll Presbytery.  

Lord, keep us under the shadow of your mercy in this 6me of uncertainty  
and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and li; up all who are  
brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us  
from your love. 

Lord at this 6me, our communi6es across Argyll are gradually adjus6ng  
to changes in life previously unheard of. And as this happens stories of  
for6tude, compassion and courage have emerged. Lord, as we visualise  
this beau6ful part of the world, we bring to mind the communi6es we  
have visited and lived in. We see in our mind’s eye the larger towns  
like Oban, Inverary and Dunoon; the smaller communi6es such as  
Tighnabruaich, Strachur and Kilmar6n; the islands including Gigha,  



Barra and Lismore and we recall the people who live and work there. We  
bring to mind the essen6al workers who make the community what it is  
and who have risen above and beyond the call of duty to sustain these  
communi6es in their 6me of crisis. 
Lord we especially bring to mind those who have paid the ul6mate price  
in this endeavour and today we give thanks for the life of Robert Black,  
a paramedic from Campbeltown who died in the line of duty protec6ng his  
local community. We pray your blessing on his family and friends as they  
come to terms with the price that Robert has paid for his diligence and  
devo6on to his profession. We remember too, others who we do not know  
who have died on the frontline against an unseen and cruel enemy and we  
pray your blessing upon them at this difficult 6me. 

Lord, we pray for all the residen6al care homes across our Presbytery,  
many of whom were cared for pastorally by local congrega6ons who can  
now no longer provide visitors or support to residents. We pray for the  
safety of residents and staff alike at these difficult and challenging  
6mes and we especially pray for the mental well being of all those who  
find themselves in a vulnerable situa6on at this 6me. Some residents,  
as a result of their lack of understanding, will find these 6mes  
especially difficult when normal rou6nes are disturbed, and regular  
visitors and contact are suddenly no longer there. Lord help those who  
feel bewildered by all that is happening and help them seek and aQain  
that peace of mind they crave in their later years. Lord, we pray for  
staff working in immensely challenging situa6ons especially in those  
circumstances where residents are almost akin to family members. Lord,  
keep staff safe so that they can con6nue their caring of the most  
vulnerable in our community. 

Lord God, we hold in our prayers the children in our communi6es at this  
6me as they come to terms with new rou6nes and situa6ons and we  
especially bring to mind those children with special needs. We  
acknowledge the addi6onal challenges that these circumstances bring to  
children who have to deal with learning difficul6es and who are now  
separated from the usual community facili6es available to them during  
6mes of normality. Uphold and sustain their parents and other carers  



who now need to make do with less than ideal facili6es to manage the  
challenges these children face in their everyday lives. 

Lord God, encourage and keep safe the community-based volunteers who  
have emerged during this 6me of adversity as they go about the daily  
tasks of life that we take for granted. We give thanks for their  
willingness to support their community and undertake the care of their  
neighbour in their 6me of need. We pray your blessings upon them and  
that they keep safe whilst undertaking their du6es. 

Lord as the pandemic progresses and days turn to weeks help us not to  
become complacent and undo all the good work to date. Remind us of the  
sacrifice that many have made including their own lives, to ensure our  
safety and health. Grant us pa6ence that we may emerge in due course to  
take our places in our community and in our church pews but only when it  
is safe and sensible to do so. 

We are not people of fear: we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own safety: we are people who protect  
our neighbours’ safety. 
We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, giving and loving, wherever we are, whatever it  
costs 
For as long as it takes wherever you call us. 
Amen 


