
Act of remembrance 

This is a reminder that unfortunately we have decided we must cancel the 

Remembrance event at Barnluasgan this Sunday.  : 

 Act of Remembrance -  Sunday - 8th November – 10.00am, Barnluasgan 

CANCELLED 

I regret that we have to cancel gathering next Sunday as an act of remembrance at 

10.00am.   The latest instruction from the Church of Scotland, in the light of the 

changing government regulations is that gathering for acts of Remembrance on Sunday 

should not take place. 

This is a great pity, but it does reflect that it is vital to follow the rules in order to reduce 

the impact and spread of Covid 19. 

I would suggest that as an alternative way of demonstrating respect for those who have 

fought and died in war, that we stand outside our homes at 11.00am to unite with people 

throughout our community in holding a two minute silence at that time.  

“They shall not grow old, 

As we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, 

Nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning, 

We will remember them 

We will remember them.” 

North Knapdale Prayer Group 

This group met on Zoom for the first time on Monday and were able to pray together 

for various requests from individuals and also for the community in general. 

North Knapdale Prayer group is an opportunity to pray for our communities, and those 

experiencing difficulties and challenges.     

Here is the invitation from Catherine: 

Thanks to those who have contacted me about a North Knapdale Prayer Group, 

praying for one another as we hear of requests from people across the parish.   We will 

pray in our own homes with a weekly list provided of prayer requests. To protect the 

identities of those involved, we will use initials. 



We would like to have more people involved so please think about joining and contact 

me to find out more or to make requests for prayer topics. 

tel: 01546 603672 

catherine@dochasfund.org.uk 

Thanks – Catherine (Paterson) 

Looking into the History of North Knapdale 
An invitation from Chris Tabraham 

DISCOVERING 

NORTH KNAPDALE’S CHRISTIAN LEGACY: 

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND’S CHURCH RECORDING PROJECT 

In 2019 HRH The Princess Royal helped launch the Church of Scotland’s Church Recording 

Project. Its aim is to record as much as we can of the contents of our churches and their social 

connections to the community, particularly at this moment in time when yet more of our 

churches are being disposed of. We only have to think of our own kirk at Kilmichael of 

Inverlussa to appreciate the importance of recording for posterity what we have inherited, and 

what we might otherwise lose. 

The Project has the support of the Scottish Churches Trust and Historic Environment 

Scotland (HES), and records are being deposited in HES’s comprehensive on-line 

CANMORE database. Our session clerk, knowing I was formerly employed by HES as their 

Principal Inspector of Ancient Monuments, invited me to see if the Project might be 

something we might support. What follows are my thoughts as to how we, both as a 

congregation and together with the wider community, might go about it. 

The file attachment gives a brief account of the history of Christian worship in 

Knapdale, followed by as comprehensive list of Christian sites and artefacts in the parish of 

North Knapdale as I can manage at this early stage. The keen-eyed among us will see it 

includes neither Kilmory Knap Chapel nor the island monastery of Eilean Mór, both of which 

are in the parish of South Knapdale. 

The Church Recording Project (CRP) 

The CRP specifically calls for a comprehensive recording of our churches – not so much the 

buildings, which are largely already covered, but their contents. The CRP lists ten categories: 
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Archival/Material/Bibles & Hymnaries/Memorials/ 

Metalwork including Communion Plate/ 

Miscellaneous/Paintings/Stonework/Textiles/Wooden Furnishings 

Would members of the congregation be interested in, and willing to 

undertake such an exercise for Bellanoch and Tayvallich. And although 

Kilmichael of Inverlussa has recently been disposed of, would we perhaps 

consider including that building also, subject to the consent of the new 

owner? Clearly the current pandemic precludes conducting surveys at the 

present time, but we could start planning now, perhaps via ZOOM, or by 

telephone. 

Burial ground surveys 

Moving beyond the remit of the CRP, a valuable next step might be to record the memorials 

(gravestones, etc) in our burial grounds – particularly those at Carsaig and Kilmichael of 

Inverlussa 

Would members of the congregation, with others from the wider 

community, be interested in, and willing to undertake, a burial ground survey 

(BGS)? I chaired such a group in my former parish of Traprain, East 

Lothian, and our thirty-strong team recorded over 1,000 memorials in four 

burial grounds over the course of 10 years. It was great fun, hugely rewarding 

and revealing – and through our recording survey reports and exhibitions we 

raised over £2000 for charity. 

North and South Knapdale 

Our parish was originally part of the medieval parish of Knapdale, and the two areas have so 

much in common that a partnership between our two congregations might well be worth 

pursuing. Even from a practical point, recording Kilmory Knap’s burial ground would far 

easier be done from Achnamara rather than Achahoish! 

Would members be interested in, and willing to partake with members 

from South Knapdale in the CRP and BGS? Bruce Weir, their organist, has 

recently produced a leaflet – A History of South Knapdale: Church and 



Parish – and my chats with him indicate there might be mileage in taking this 

thought further. 

CHRIS TABRAHAM 

This sounds a really interesting and worthwhile project – and gives an 

opportunity to get out and about at this time.  To find out more and to get 

involved please contact Chris on:   

Tel:  01546 870248 

Or by e-mail:  chris.tabraham@icloud.com 

This week’s Psalm: 

Psalm 78 vs 1 – 7 

Give ear, o My people, to My law 
Incline your ears to the words of My mouth. 
I will open My mouth in a parable; 
I will uAer obscure sayings and riddles of old, 
which we have heard and known,  
and our fathers have told us. 
They will not hide them from their children, 
Telling to the generaEons to come 
The praises of the Lord, 
And His strength and His 
Wonderful works that He has done. 

For He established a tesEmony in Jacob, 
And appointed a law in Israel,  
which He commanded our fathers, 
That they should make them 
known to their children; 
That the generaEon to come  
Might know them, 
The children who would be born, 
that they may arise and declare 
them to their children, 
that they may set their trust in God. 
And not forget the works of God, 
But keep His commandments; 

Many psalms begin with a cry to God – “Listen to your people” or “incline your ear to me”, 
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“Hear my cry to You”.   The people of God asking for God’s help again and again, just as we 
do, for we know God does love us and wants what is best for us.   So to cry out to Him is 
good. 

But this psalm begins totally differently – here God speaks out “My people listen to me!”, it’s 
your turn to incline your ears to me!    He will speak in parables and riddles of old, to us, His 
people.   But He will not tell us anything new, He has already told our forefathers, and they 
have been told so they can tell their children and generaEons to come.    He established a 
tesEmony, a witness of His strength and works, and He has given us laws to live by – which 
we are to make known to our children – that they may tell their children.   Tell the story of 
God, of His strength and wonderful works so that they can trust Him and keep His 
commandments. 

We live in a culture today where old things are passed over, old ideas are rejected to be 
replaced by new ways of thinking and living.    The ideas of young people are given 
precedence over those of elderly. 
But here God is giving us an instrucEon.   Make God’s tesEmony and law known to the 
children.   We have a faith in God which has to be passed on to those younger than us.   We 
have a basis for living which we are told to tell our children, and their children – so that they 
can trust in God and keep His commandments.   Jesus gave us the two greatest 
commandments –“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and all your soul and all your 
mind,” and “love your neighbour as you love yourself”  

Pray that each one of us can find our own ways to pass this on to the generaEons to come. 

Presbytery News and on line services  

There is no newsleAer from presbytery this week but you can access on line 
services using the same links as sent out in last week’s newsleAer. 

You can find news on our church website:  www.northknapdale.org 
And our Face Book page – North Knapdale Church. 

 
Contact David Logue – 

Tel: 01546 870647 
e-mail - sessionclerk@northknapdale.org 
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