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LET GO, LET BE, LET COME 

I have taken the outline for the reflec;on this week from the book by Brian McLaren “We 
make the Road by Walking”  chapter 40: (Hodder and Stoughton 2014) 

John 3 1 – 8 

“There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.   This man came 
to Jesus by night and said to Him  “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher come from God; for no-
one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him” 
Jesus answered and said to him  “ Most assuredly , I say to you, unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the Kingdom of God” 
Nicodemus said to Him  “ How can a man be born when he is old?   Can he enter a second 
Hme into his mother’s womb and be born?” 
Jesus answered   “Most assuredly I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the Kingdom of God.   That which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I said to you ‘You must be born again’ the wind 
blows where it wishes,, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from 
and where it goes.   So is everyone who is born of the Spirit”. 
(New King James Version) 
Born again!, born of the Spirit, the wind blows where it will – moving in freedom! 

People oMen say that it would be easier to understand Christ and follow Him if He were here 
now, if we could meet Him and listen to Him talk – it was OK for the disciples because they 
knew Him and heard Him and watched Him. 

But Jesus says  – John 16 – It is to your advantage that I go away – for then I will send the 
Helper to you – “The Helper” 

If He had stayed around the focus would have been on Him – where is He, what’s he doing, 
he is over there, far away, or talking to others – not here with me. He would be limited in his 
finite body and presence. 

Over there, somewhere else – natural presence, limited 

But the Spirit is here, right now, always, here there every where, with us, with others, 
guiding us, leading others – here there, everywhere! – supernatural – beyond the finite and 
natural. 

Jesus said He would send another  - not a replacement – another – to be with us –  

Another comforter, another teacher, another guide. 

Another, just as Jesus is, but with us now, available immediately.   The same Spirit who came 
to Jesus, like a dove – is sent to us by Him – when we ask. 

If you think about it – Paul never met Jesus when He was with the disciples.  Paul was led by 
the Spirit – he met Jesus supernaturally in a vision, and was then guided by the Spirit into 
His ministry. 
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Paul talks of three steps in his rela[onship with the Spirit: 

Death :……>……..Burial:……>……Resurrec[on: 

Death: - turning away from the destruc[ve and nega[ve aspects of our lives – habits of 
judging others, pride, anger, ha[ng others or ourselves, hos[lity etc. – whatever you know of 
yourself which is nega[ve and destruc[ve. – Let these aspects die – LET them GO. 

Burial: - Embrace and accept powerlessness – when you are buried you can do nothing – 
finished. 

Give up your self reliance, surrender to silence, to s[llness, be vulnerable.   

Be s[ll, be at peace – LET yourself BE. 

Resurrec;on:  Be like Jesus in receiving the Spirit; our leang go and leang be has made 
space for us to be recep[ve to His Spirit.   Jesus has sent the Spirit – we can receive the 
Spirit.  Breathe in – Come Holy Spirit! 

LET the Spirit COME! 

The Spirit is described in many ways in the bible – Wind, Breath, Fire, Cloud, Water, Wine, 
Dove:  The Spirit is dynamic and ac[ve  -  use your own images to try to capture a 
descrip[on. 

At the core of Jesus life and message was this Good News – the Spirit of God, the Spirit of 
aliveness, the Spirit who filled Jesus, is moving and ac[ve in our world – in Paul’s day and in 
our day, with the early church, and with us now. 

We have a choice – do we dig in our heels, and live for our own agenda  

OR 

Do we LET GO, LET BE, LET COME and allow ourselves to be involved in the Spirit’s moving? 

Come Holy Spirit – come 

Headlines from the Session Mee;ng on the 14th June 2021: 

Columba Experience 

The Columba experience Youth Pilgrimage plan to be walking through North Knapdale this 
Autumn.   Covid regula[ons permiang they will stay at Achnamara Hall in two groups, one 
on the 30th August and the next on the 6th September.   It will be great to meet again and we 
hope to provide an evening meal in the hall.   Within the prevailing restric[ons all will be 
invited to join in and meet the pilgrims. 

Chris;an Aid Week: 
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The generous people of North Knapdale raised £625 plus £135 giM aid this year during 
Chris[an Aid week.  Thanks expressed to the helpers, and Tayvallich Shop for all their 
assistance, and also of course to all those who gave so generously this year to provide a 
record total. 

 Argyll Presbytery news: 

Following the outcomes from the General Assembly this year it was noted that the new 
Argyll Presbytery Plan requires a reduc[on in Ministry posts from 30.6 to 18 by December 
2025.   This includes all Minister and Mission Development staff posts, including Youth 
Workers.   Also, in view of the requirement for Presbyteries to amalgamate, Argyll will be 
discussing with Highland the possibility of joining together.   

Finance:    

The treasurer provided a report on income and expenditure  for the year to date.   Income is 
£3365 and expenditure £7171 showing a substan[al deficit of £3806 so far this year.  This 
does not include tax recovered through giM aid.  

Re opening of Church Buildings: 

It is hoped to re-open Tayvallich Church building for Sunday Worship on the 4th July.  The 
format is not yet confirmed but it will obviously be constrained by the prevailing Covid 
regula[ons.   There will be space for a total of between 10 and 20 people depending on how 
many household groups sit together.   Frequency of services and exact [mes are not yet 
confirmed and some services will use services “downloaded” from other places and 
projected on the large screen.  A booking system and Contact tracing informa[on will be 
required and Libby MacDonald (01546 870635) will take bookings.  

Mid Argyll Mission Plan:  

The group of representa[ves from the five Mid Argyll parishes have now met twice to 
consider a Mission Plan for the area under the instruc[on of the Presbytery Planning group. 

The group are working towards making the recommenda[on that the five parishes unite 
under the leadership of one minister.   There is s[ll considerable work to be done to develop 
this proposal.    

When completed, recommenda[ons from the Mission Planning group will be presented to 
the five Kirk sessions and thereaMer to congrega[onal mee[ngs for approval.  

Café Connect:    

Café Connect re-opened on the 12th June in Achnamara Hall under the appropriate 
regula[ons and should con[nue weekly on Saturday mornings.   A total of 14 local people 
were able to enjoy suitably distanced tea/coffee and cakes. 

Session Clerk: 
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 David Logue confirmed that this would be his last mee[ng as Session Clerk as he is standing 
down from this role.   He will complete the draM minutes for this mee[ng.   Alison Hay 
proposed that, as there is no-one currently taking over this role, that a temporary Session 
Clerk be appointed for each Session mee[ng un[l a permanent post holder is appointed.   
This was agreed.   Louise Logue volunteered to take minutes for future mee[ngs un[l a 
Session clerk is appointed. 

You can find news on our church website: www.northknapdale.org 

And our Face Book page – North Knapdale Church. 

 Contact David Logue – Tel: 01546 870647  

North Knapdale Church of Scotland - Charity No: SC00100 
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